COUSIN EMMA

CHAPTER 1
MOTHER’S EARLY YEARS

M

y mother, Emma Christine (Swanson) Retzlaff was
born on November 1, 1888, in Fort Worth, Texas. Her
parents were Frank Swanson, a cotton gin operator, and
Hilma Christina Peterson. She had two older brothers, Emil John
Swanson and Frank Victor Swanson.
I know almost nothing about her early life except that they lived on the
outskirts of Fort Worth in Haltom City.
We went with mother
one Sunday to try to
find where they lived in
Haltom City. At the
time they lived there
Haltom City was just a
whistle stop on the
railroad. There was
nothing but farmland
between their house
and the train station.
She thought they lived
about one half mile
from the station with
nothing in between
except fields.

Emma’s Parents:
John Swanson and Hilma Peterson Swanson

One day her daddy planned to catch the train and go into Fort Worth.
He had started walking across the fields toward the train station. He
heard a train whistle and thought he was going to miss the train and
started running towards the station. He had a heart attack and died.
The whistle was from a freight train that was switching cars. The
passenger train did not arrive for another thirty minutes. Mother
showed us a spot that she thought was close to where they lived.
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Emma Christine Swanson’s Certificate of Birth
November 1, 1888, Fort Worth, Texas
Parents: John Swanson and Hilma Peterson Swanson

Emma’s older brothers, Emil John Swason and Frank Victor Swanson
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Emma at age 14, dressed in
Rose Anderson's mother's
100 year old dress.
It has beautiful brocade.
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Emma, 2 years old

Emma Christine
Swanson
age 16
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After mother’s daddy died, it was decided that the family would have
to be split up. Mother was sent to live with Mrs. Key, who was a
Swanson relative. Mother moved to Mrs. Key’s home in northern
Minnesota. Mother was living there when she was a young teenager.
Mother remembered the extremely cold winters on the edge of
Lake Superior in winter. The lake would freeze solid in early
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October or November each year. I think she stayed there until she
was fifteen or sixteen years of age.
She then moved back to Dallas and I think she rejoined the
Swanson family. She attended Dallas High School in downtown
Dallas. This was the only high school in Dallas at that time. This
school was renamed Crozier Tech. High School and was the

Dallas High School, as it appeared as Crozier Tech in the 1950s.
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Technical Training School in Dallas until the late 1950’s. In recent
years it was called something else and used for night school
classes. I believe she graduated in 1907. It still had the name
Dallas High School engraved in stone across the front of the
building. In 1998 the building burned and has been torn down.
Mother went to a Business School and took secretarial courses
in typing and shorthand so she could get a job as a secretary.

Hilma (Peterson) Swanson,
Ft. Worth, 1884
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CHAPTER 2
TRIP TO SWEDEN

M

other often talked of her trip to Sweden. She told me
that she had always wanted to go to Sweden and visit
the Swanson relatives there. I am not sure how she managed
the money to make the trip. She was determined to go and her brother
Frank would not let her go alone. He ended up going with her. I believe
that her other brother Emil also went. They booked passage on the
Lucitania to England. From there they went on to Sweden.

R.M.S. Lusitania

Some of the Swanson relatives in Sweden were
Krugers. The Kruger family owned the Swedish Match
Industry. They were the largest Match industry in the
world. They produced over 80% of all the matches sold
worldwide. I met one of the Kruger families when they
came through Dallas in 1948 on their way to Guatemala
where he was the Swedish Consulate and manager of
the South American branch of the Swedish Match
Industry.
Trip to Sweden

Ivar Kruger
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Mother and her brothers were gone for over six months. While in
Sweden they were invited to visit with the King of Sweden. They toured
all over Sweden. I do not know what else they saw in Europe.
Mother and her brother Frank returned aboard the Mauritania, the
sister ship to the Lucitania.
Mother made this trip in 1910.

His Majesty King Gustav V,
King of Sweden

R.M.S. Mauritania
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Lillie & Alma
Peterson,
Emma Swanson
(black blouse),
Eda and
Nettie Eimicke
Trip to Sweden
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CHAPTER 3
MARRIES FRANK RETZLAFF

I

n 1911 my daddy was a salesman in
south Texas for the B. F. Avery and Sons
Plow Company of Louisville, Kentucky.
My mother was working for Avery’s in the
Dallas office as a secretary. It was her first
job. She often told the story of how Daddy
came into the office and wanted to dictate
some letters to be mailed out to his
customers. Mother was given the job of
taking the dictation. She was scared to
death. Daddy dictated several letters to her
and she said she was only able to take down
about half of what he dictated. She said he
talked very fast and she could not spell all
of those German names he rattled off.
Fortunately her boss, another secretary
realized she was in trouble and took down

Frank Retzlaff

B.F. Avery’s staff in Dallas, 1911 (Emma marked in front row)
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Frank Retzlaff
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Tintypes (ferrotypes) of Frank Retzlaff at age 8.
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Lenora Mistrot, Lillian Morris, Fayette Leonard, JA Blackburn,
and Frank Retzlaff 1904
all of the dictation from the next
desk. After daddy left, mother was
in tears. Her boss gave mother her
notes and she was able to get his
letters out. Mother and daddy
were married on April 8, 1912.
My sister Adleta was born in 1914
and then my brother Frank was
born in 1916. I was not born for
another ten years in 1926.
I am not sure when mother and
daddy bought our house in
Houston. I think it was about 1918.
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Mother and daddy gave Adleta a
beautiful doll named Nanette about
1920. This was a large doll that was
eighteen to twenty inches tall. We
have this doll in our collection now.

Frank, Emma,
and son Frank

Adleta, Frank and Donald
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For Christmas in 1921 or 1922 Adleta was given her electric doll
cook stove. This was an electric stove that operated on 115 Volts
and would actually cook and bake. I remember playing with it as I
grew up in Houston. We had some small muffin pans and bread pans
that fit in the oven and baked bread, cookies and muffins. You could
fry bacon and eggs on the cook top. The Houston Electric Company
sold this stove. Mother told me it cost $20.00. Adleta had some very
fine doll furniture. There was a doll bed that was about twenty inches
long and had real springs and a mattress. There was a beautiful
dresser with a moveable oval mirror and four drawers. There was a
metal doll high chair that was about two feet tall. I remember that
Teddy Bear usually sat in it at home the year around. All of these
items are in our collection today.

The doll bed and dresser with the
moveable oval mirror is shown in the
lower left of the picture above.
On the right, young Donnie Retzlaff
playfully lays in the bed in later years.
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Adleta Retzlaff
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I know almost nothing about the
early life of my brother Frank.
I know that both Adleta and Frank
went to Travis Elementary School
that was located about three blocks
from our house on Beauchamp
Street in Houston.

Frank and Adleta Retzlaff
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2902 Beachamp Street, Emma and Adleta in front yard.

Adleta in the family garden.
Grandpa Swanson with
Frank and Adleta
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Adleta, Frank and Donald
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Donald
Retzlaff
Chapter 3

